Successes of the Clean Air Action Group in 2016
In 2016, Clean Air Action Group (CAAG) achieved a number of successes, among others the following:
- We commissioned an opinion poll in January which generated a big media response. The survey demonstrated, that the majority of citizens of Budapest reject the government's project of building museums in Városliget (one of the biggest parks in Budapest), they also reject the idea of moving the government offices to Buda Castle.
- After the government started to cut down trees in Városliget (to prepare the museum project), we made a request for everyone in our website, our Facebook page, and via e-mail, to join those civilians who were protecting the trees on the site, and we also asked them to sign a petition requesting the conservation of the park. With these actions, we contributed to the development of a joint citizen opposition in defense of the park.    
- The General Assembly of Budapest accepted a recommendation from Clean Air Action Group to modify the Városliget Building Regulation. CAAG recommended to obligate an assessment of the role of those trees in the city, which are proposed to be cut down.
- Together with other non-governmental organizations, we organized a demonstration with the attendance of thousands of protestors to protect the trees in Budapest. It was followed by a concert in Heroes' Square.
- Utilizing an earlier recommendation of CAAG, the Deputy Ombudsman who is responsible for the protection of the interest of future generations, submitted a bill to the Parliament, for the protection of trees.
- Together with fifteen other non-governmental organizations, we made an alternative recommendation for the Hungarian government's 2017 budget bill. On the meeting of the Hungarian National Assembly's Committee on the Budget, we delineated the main points of the civil recommendations. On the next day, a successful press conference was held by the participant non-governmental organizations. 
- We carried out an online survey about Hungary's most serious environmental health problem, domestic waste burning. The responses to the survey confirmed that this adverse phenomena is present throughout the whole country, and the authorities practically do not stand up against it.
- We organized two successful conferences together with the Deputy Commissioner for Fundamental Rights — who is responsible for the protection of the interests of future generations— which had significant response. The conferences were about the tasks of the authorities for the abatement of air pollution caused by domestic heating and burning. It seems, our efforts bear fruit: the State Secretariat for Environmental Affairs wrote, that they will make steps in order to stand up more efficiently in the future against domestic burning.
- We initiated and played a leading role in the development of recommendations of Jedlik Ányos Cluster for the proposed governmental resolution about the promotion of electric two- and three-wheeled vehicles. 
- We measured the noise emission of diesel and electric buses which run in the Castle District of Buda, and we found, that if electric buses could come into general use, noise —which is one of the most serious environmental harms — could be reduced significantly.  
- Great results have been achieved with an innovative legal approach by a resident of Tokaj, who sued the operator of a public road with the help of Clean Air Action Group, for the intolerable traffic of trucks in front of his house. The Budapest Court of Appeal found violation of rights and obligated the operator of the public road to cease it.
- We participated in an international campaign, which played a serious part in the tightening of the type approval system for cars by the European Union. This can save millions of European residents from diseases caused by air pollution, and hundreds of thousands from premature death.
- We continued our campaign for the better maintenance of BKV (Budapest Transport Company) buses: 130 passengers answered us so far, when they noticed that the buses of BKV are intensely fuming, or when they smelled exhaust fumes inside a bus. We forwarded all the notifications to BKV, and the buses were repaired, when it was possible.
- Our measurements have demonstrated that many vacuum cleaners saturate the air of our homes with toxic dust. 
- We effectively contributed in saving further agricultural lands from the opening of new gravel quarries.
We thank all those who supported and encouraged us, which made our successful work possible!
