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The ESIF, as a major source of  public investment  funding, of t en exceeding 
inves tm ents  f rom  the national budget its elf , s erves  as  a m ajor leverage of  
developm ent in m any ec onom ic  s ec tors . In this  regard, it  is  nec es s ary to ens ure 
that thes e f unds  are inves ted in line with the princ iples  of  s us tainable 
developm ent as  well as  with the goals  and targets  of  E uropean environm ental and 
c lim ate s trategies  and regulations  s uc h as  the Green Deal f or  E urope. 

 

The propos al of  the Partners hip Agreem ent of  the Czec h R epublic  needs  to be 
s ubs tantially im proved in the f ollowing areas  to ens ure c om plianc e with the 
s us tainable development princ iples . 

 

Themat ic concent rat ion t o achieve t he Green Deal for Europe object ives 
-  Us e E S IF  f unding to inc reas e the s hare of  renewable energy above the 2030 

target m entioned in the NCE P and align the Partners hip Agreem ent with the 
EU 2030 and 2050 t arget s.    

-  S et energy ef f ic iency both as  a s trategic  priority of  the Partners hip 
Agreem ent as  well as  a horizontal princ iple bound to all  relevant  operations . 
E ns ure that this  priority and horiz ontal princ iple are ref lec ted in the 
Operat ional Programmes and cal ls for project s.    

-  Provide s uf f ic ient f inanc ing and c onditions  in order to s peed up the 
renovation rate of  buildings  f rom  the c urrent 0 ,6 –  0 ,8% annually to at leas t 
1,8% annually.   

-  Dis tribute alloc ation in the area of  m obility priorit iz ing walking and c yc ling, 
railways , interm odal term inals , public  trans port and inf ras truc ture f or 
renewable fuels.   

Climate change mit igat ion and adaptat ion horizontal mainst reaming into 
all relevant  programs and project s 

-  S pec if y s trategic  areas  of  res earch and innovation where the Czec h res earc h 
and indus try s ec tors  c an approac h exc ellenc e in the area of  c lim ate neutral, 
circular and sustainable product ion and consumpt ion.   

-  Provide s trategic  guidanc e f or R &D enabling m ains tream ing c lim ate and 
environm ental s us tainability into a ll relevant s upported projec ts  under all  
t he policy object s.   

-  Inc lude a horizontal princ iple of  inc luding pedes trian and c yc ling trans port 
inf ras truc ture into a ll  relevant  projec ts  of  trans port and urban 
inf rast ructure.   

-  Nature bas ed s olutions  and green inf ras truc ture m us t be s et as  the prim ary 
goal of  all  relevant  adaptat ion project s.    



-  S hare of  green inf ras truc ture c os ts  in urban rehabilitation projec ts  m us t be 
s et to a m inim um  of  30 % to f os ter c onc entration on biodivers ity and 
adaptat ion.   

Biodiversit y and ecosystem protect ion 
-  Establish two separate financial envelopes for air pollut ion reduct ion and nature 

protect ion to avoid underfinancing of nature protect ion.   
-  Include biodiversit y enhancement  and climate adaptat ion in t he ENRAF and 

priorit ise nature based, extensive and organic aquacult ure operat ions.   

Precaut ionary princip le 
-  Avoid priorit izing biomass on t he det riment  of  ot her renewable sources in 

t he Part nership Agreement  in order t o avoid negat ive ef fect s in land use 
change and impact s on food crops.   

Polluter pays princip le 
-  Eliminate support  for fossil fuels and accompanying inf rast ructure, including 

use and t ransport  of  natural gas in any form, f rom t he PA alt ogether.   
-  Set  st rict  crit eria t o fund road project s wit h clear environment al benef it s 

only.   
-  Exclude natural gas f rom t he list  of  support ed alt ernat ive fuels. Promote 

exclusively support  of  gas f il l ing st at ions and inf rast ructure using biogas.   

3E -  effect iveness, efficiency and economics 
-  Focus support  on renewable sources enjoying no or low operat ional support  

such as wind and solar energy in order t o st raighten dist ort ed market  
condit ions.    

Evidence based policy making 
-  Include quant if iable indicators and t arget s in al l specif ic object ives of  t he 

Part nership Agreement  and assess t he PA cont ribut ion t owards t he EU Green 
Deal object ives and nat ional commitment s according t o t hese t arget s.   

-  Set  a specif ic quant if ied t arget  for energy savings and renewable energy 
inst alled capacit y t o be achieved through funding under t he Part nership 
Agreement .   

-  Provide detailed guidance on what  are t he highest  energy ef f iciency 
st andards in various sectors, especially buildings, indust ry and t ransport  
vehicles and set  eligibil it y of  EU funding exclusively for investment s in l ine 
wit h t hese st andards.   



Good governance 
-  R evis e all m ethodologies  and ins truc tions  regarding the adm inis tration of  the 

E U f unds  and radic ally s im plif y the proc edures , reducing the num ber of  
required documents.   

-  S et adm inis trative s im plif ic ation as  an obligatory res ult  and c ondition f or all 
project s of  digit alizat ion in t he public sector.   

-  Dif f erentiate the ins truc tions  and m ethodologies  of  E S IF  projec t 
adm inis tration ac c ording to the s ize of  the projec t. R equirem ents  f or 
project s under € 40 000 should in no way exceed required legal minimums.   

-  Simplif y t he MS2014+ system and allow project  administ rat ors t o assist  
benef iciaries in edit ing t heir input s.   

-  Enable t he method of  simplif ied cost  for small  project s especially in areas of  
renewable energy, nature protect ion and environmental educat ion.   

-  Allow simplif ied cost  opt ion in nat ure prot ect ion project s.    
-  Ensure early cal ls for applicat ions in energy ef f iciency t o avoid a gap 

bet ween t he programming periods.    
-  St reamline various public programmes and subsidies for energy ef f iciency, 

simplif y administ rat ion and improve communicat ion, involving st akeholders 
in t he process.   

-  Allow for a combinat ion of  various kinds of  energy ef f iciency investment s 
accompanied by installat ions of  renewable sources, climate proof ing and 
adaptat ion measures.   

-  Set  a specif ic quant if ied t arget  for energy savings and renewable energy 
installed capacit y t o be achieved through funding under t he Part nership 
Agreement .   

 

Transparency 
-  Ensure conf lict  of  int erest s is avoided on all levels st art ing wit h t he 

preparat ion of  t he Part nership Agreement .   
-  Provide clear crit eria on project  select ion and avoid behind t he scenes 

select ion of  project s wit hout  proper assessment .   

Part nership princip le 
-  Implement  provisions of  t he European Code of  Conduct  on Part nership.   
-  Allow for early involvement  of  NGO representat ives in all t he preparatory and 

monit oring commit t ees, including t he Council for ESIF.   
-  Organize a fully t ransparent  process of  select ion of  NGO representat ives.   
-  Allow suf f icient  t ime for comment s and provide a t ransparent  process of  

inclusion of  comments of  t he civil  societ y int o t he PA and operat ional 
programmes.   



-  Cover the c os ts  and tim e of  NGO repres entatives  related to work in the 
c om m it t ees.   

-  E ns ure a s uf f ic ient part of  alloc ation of  the f unds  is  res erved f or S ME s , 
m unic ipalit ies , NGOs  and s m all projec ts , avoiding its  overus e by large 
ent erprises. 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