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The activity of the Clean Air Action Group in 2012

(Summary of the Annual Report)
In many respects the Clean Air Action Group can look back to a successful year, even though the external circumstances still do not favor professional NGO’s dedicated to environmental protection. The Clean Air Action Group continued to work hard for improving air quality and generally for a healthy environment. We work for cleaner air also because reducing air pollution has also other favorable effects (for example, modernization of buildings results in using less energy so we can also save money; decreased car traffic and more cycling will lead to less noise and accidents, and people will be healthier thanks to more physical exercise).

During the present prolonged economic crisis the foremost task is to protect and improve our most important resource: the people. This must be reflected by the public budget and taxation, too. We worked hard towards such reforms also in 2012. Among others, at the request of OECD we prepared the background study on Hungary for the study on energy subsidies in OECD countries. We wrote a letter to the IMF about state aid for public transport, and the IMF answered that they don’t recommend reducing this aid.

We organized a successful international conference at the Budapest Business School about energy taxation in cooperation with Hungarian Economic Association, Vivid Economics (UK) and Green Budget Europe with the financial support of the European Climate Foundation. We wrote an opinion about the European Commission’s country-specific recommendations on the request of the European Commission Representation in Hungary. We investigated the possibility of combating tax fraud and tax avoidance, and we wrote recommendations on this topic to the Minister of National Economy. 

Our campaign carried out in international cooperation with the aim of reducing particle pollution and soot emission has been significantly expanded in 2012, as we have won – along with 8 other NGO’s from various countries – a grant of the European Commission’s LIFE+ program. In the course of the project we are calling upon the EU, governments, local governments, transport companies and directly the citizens to cooperate for making our air cleaner. The main tasks of the Clean Air Action Group within this project are promoting the reduction of buses’ emission (by replacing old buses as far as possible, and retrofitting the remaining buses with particle filters), giving priority to public transport vehicles in traffic, and raising funds for all these purposes by applying the “user/polluter pays” principle. We arranged a moving exhibition on the topic in ten different places (mostly in mayor’s offices). 

We continued our campaign “Freight: From Road to Rails” which was supported mainly by the European Climate Foundation (ECF). We continued to call to the attention of the Budapest Municipality the fact that each year it loses at least five billion Forints because of the insufficient control of trucks, which should pay an entrance fee when they drive into protected zones. In connection with the second phase of the Budapest’s Heart program we are working for traffic calming of the main street crossing downtown. 

The Clean Air Action Group actively contributed to the testing of a Chinese electric bus in Hungary for several weeks in the summer of 2012. The test run was met with an enthusiastic response among the passengers and experts.

During the European Mobility Week we started collecting signatures on postcards from people who agree with us that buses that are in awful condition must be replaced by EURO VI diesel buses or electric buses.

The European Representative Office (which was established in Budapest in 2011) of the Institute for Transportation and Development Policy ((ITDP) and the Clean Air Action Group organized ITDP’s annual general assembly and conference between June 27th and July 1st in Budapest. Even though the work of the office was successful in professional respect, no further funding could be raised for it, so it had to be closed at the end of the year.

We participated in the international project “USEmobility”, which asked people in Austria, Belgium, Netherlands, Hungary and Germany who switched from using only cars to using mixed traffic in the last five years, and so they are new regular passengers of public transport. Based on the results, we worked out proposals for decision-makers.

Our project “Between four walls – healthily“ was also successful, we presented the factors which influence air quality in buildings, the grave effects of air pollutants in homes and offices, and simple and practical methods to reduce these harmful effects. Presentations in secondary schools were an accentuated part of this project: we organized action days in 20 schools in various cities. More than 2000 students got acquainted with the problem of the polluted air in buildings during alternative lessons.

We have continued our awareness raising efforts among the population and the decision-makers for improving energy efficiency, and within this especially for the modernization of buildings.

We have done significant work connected with environmentally sound urban development as well as protecting urban green space and arable land.

The continuing lack of financial resources has put the surviving skills of our organization to test. In 2012 the operating conditions of the Clean Air Action Group – along with many other Hungarian NGOs – became much worse than under the previous government (until 2010). The saddest thing for us is that our Environmental Counseling Office is operating only with very restricted capacity due to the extraordinary cutbacks in funding. Nevertheless, in 2012 the Office gave advice and help in more than 2300 cases to the citizens and civil organizations in need.

In order to be able to continue its multifaceted activities for clean air and better living conditions, Clean Air Action Group asks for everybody’s support.    
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