Request of the Clean Air Action Group (Hungary)
to NGOs to send a complaint to the European Parliament

The European Union is providing funding to environmentally unsustainable transport infrastructure projects in Hungary. In our opinion this contradicts the EU acquis. For this reason we sent a complaint to the Committee on Petitions of the European Parliament(see: http://www.levego.hu/english/ec-op-summary0810.pdf). As the situation is similar in practically all countries which receive EU aid, it would be very useful if NGOs in all EU Member States would send a petition to the EP complaining that such financing is against the provisions of the EU law (especially the sustainability criteria and the polluter pays principle). Therefore we would like to ask you to send a petition to the European Parliament. It will take you only a few minutes, and it might be a great help for our environment.
Please note that it would not be useful to say that a certain project (or certain projects) should not be implemented, because in this case the Committee on Petitions will certainly reply that you should go through the national process of environmental impact assessment etc. Therefore you should only assert that the programme or project should not be financed by the taxpayers of the European Union.

We propose that you send the text below (or a similar text). There is an online form by which you can send your petition:

https://www.secure.europarl.europa.eu/parliament/public/petition/secured/submit.do?language=EN 
Title of your petition:

“Supplement to the petition concerning the non-compliance of the EU aid to the Hungarian transport infrastructure with the community legislation (Reference Number: Petition 0621/2004)”
Proposed text of your petition (if you are from a Member State which does not receive such funding):

“Having read the petition filed by the Clean Air Action Group, Hungary (http://www.levego.hu/english/ec-op-ep-petition0710.pdf), we would like to call to your attention that we are seriously concerned that the European Commission is spending the EU taxpayers’ money in a way which might contradict fundamental parts of the EU legislation. We also believe that it will be very hard to explain to the taxpayers in our country, why the EU spends money to subsidize road building in the new Member States on one hand, while on the other hand it is asserting that road transport does not pay its full costs. And it seems even more difficult to explain that severe measures are needed in all Member States (including our country) to control climate change when the old Member States are subsidizing investments increasing greenhouse gas emissions in the new Member States. 

EU aid should be rather spent for improving energy efficiency and supporting environment-friendly transport modes.
Therefore we request the Committee on Petitions of the European Parliament to urgently investigate the compliance of the Commission Decision No. B(2007) 3794 dated 01.08.2007 on the Cohesion Fund and European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) aid to the Hungarian Transport Operational Programme with the EU acquis. In addition we request the Committee on Petitions to initiate that the European Parliament take a stance on the matter of Cohesion Fund and ERDF funding in such cases.”
Proposed text of your petition (if you are from a Member State which receives such funding):

“Having read the petition filed by the Clean Air Action Group, Hungary (http://www.levego.hu/english/ec-op-ep-petition0710.pdf), we would like to call to your attention that we have remarked similar problems with EU aid to our country, too. In our opinion the decision of the European Commission to provide aid for road construction and maintenance in our country from EU funds contradicts the same parts of the EU legislation as described in the Petition 0621/2004. 

EU aid should be rather spent for improving energy efficiency and supporting environment-friendly transport modes.
Therefore we request the Committee on Petitions of the European Parliament to urgently investigate the compliance of the Commission Decision No. B(2007) 3794 dated 01.08.2007 on the Cohesion Fund and European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) aid to the Hungarian Transport Operational Programme with the EU acquis. In addition we request the Committee on Petitions to initiate that the European Parliament take a stance on the matter of Cohesion Fund and ERDF funding in such cases.”
Thank you.

András Lukács
President
Clean Air Action Group
lukacs@levego.hu
Budapest, October 2008
PAGE  
1

